
	
Response	to	EPA	Letter	to	USACE	
 

Comment #1 

 

 

Sirius Marina believes the EPA would have been able to better evaluate the projects and its 
potential impacts if they would have accessed the actual Environmental Documents prepared for 
this Permit application.  These documents are readily available and a pdf of the EAR is attached. 

Using the public notice as a guide for understanding the actual site conditions shows a woeful lack 
of scholarship and appropriate level of due diligence performed by the EPA in this matter.  
Furthermore, using information from older, larger failed projects that have been proposed for the 
greater Coral Bay area – especially those like the Summer’s End project that failed to use 
appropriate measures of ecological analysis or show any avoidance and minimization of project 
impacts are clearly not useful for comparison with the current project. 

Sirius Marina strongly believe that this smaller, carefully designed project strikes a balance 
between the environment and the various stakeholders and user groups in the region.  The current 
project carefully vetted a number of alternatives and selected the most environmentally friendly 
project carefully avoiding and minimizing project impacts wherever practicable. They also believe 
that this project follows in the spirit of protecting the greater Coral Bay ecosystem and when 
constructed will result in significant environmental benefits to the Bay.  Thus, the project will 
ultimately have a net positive – not negative – impact to the aquatic resources and biotic habitats 
present at Coral Bay. 

Comment #2 

 

The above comment is rife with numerous errors that precludes the reader from being able to 
carefully evaluate the resources present and the potential impacts to those resources. 

Firstly, Coral Bay has been mostly denuded of its native mangrove vegetation with more 50% of 
the current shoreline being devoid of mangrove vegetation.  Secondly, while part of the Bay 
contains seagrass, a majority of the Bay bottom within the footprint of the project is devoid of any 



seagrasses or submergered aquatic vegetation.  This is directly associated with the poor water 
quality associated with the upper, northeastern most reaches of the Bay which is highly turbid and 
highly polluted.  Lastly, the coral species listed are not found in the project area or imediately 
adjacent to the project.  The closest coral resources (which are not ESA listed species)  to the 
project area are located on the far side of the Bay some 0.4 miles away.  The closest ESA listed 
coral species are located slightly more than a half mile to the south-southeast of the project area.  
No impacts to coral resources are anticipated whatsoever, as a result of this project. 

Comment #3 

 

Sirius Marina believes that it is precisely because this Bay has been developed without a plan, 
without proper waste disposal – especially human waste via pump-out facilities, illegal mooring 
by live-aboard boats that have caused irreparable harm to seagrass resources in the Bay, and finally 
a lack of proper on-land storm water management program – in tandem these factors have all led 
to the slow but steady degradation to water quality and concomitant degradation to the aquatic 
resources in the Bay and vicinity.  Sirius Marina’s marine consultants can attest that while 
performing the submerged aquatic vegetation studies in the northernmost portion of Coral Bay that 
this water was among the most polluted, dirty, foul smelling water that they had ever dived and 
feel lucky to have escaped these surveys without becoming ill. 

On the contrary to EPA’s belief, this project when implemented will greatly reduce and not escalate 
impairment of these resources.   

Comment #4 

 

As locals to the Coral Bay area, Sirius Marina is a strong supporters of all actions to help restore 
Coral Bay back to a state much less impaired than it is today.  Accordingly, though the project and 
other community service based missions they stand ready to support all agencies in restoring Coral 
Bay.  A healthier Coral Bay is in everybody’s best interest. 

Comment #5 

 

These surveys have been performed and were included in the environmental documents prepared 
for the initial Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed project and in the Responses to 
the ACE Letter of March 8, 2016 

 

 



 

Comment #6 

 

As noted above sea turtle and coral resources will not be impacted whatsoever by the construction 
or operation of this proposed marina facility. 

Seagrasses have been avoided to the greatest extent practicable with most of the dock and slips of 
the marina being placed over areas of barren (mud) bottom.  The majority of seagrass resources 
that will be impacted by the proposed project are those of a highly invasive, exotic seagrass species.  
This is discussed in great detail in our Environmental Impact assessment. The regulatory agencies 
with purview of these resources have determined that these exotic species are not to be considered 
in determining overall project impacts or resulting seagrass mitigation for those impacts that are 
unavoidable. 

Again, Sirius Marina believes that the short term duration and ephemeral nature of project impacts 
during construction will be greatly outweighed by the project benefits, especially water quality 
when the project is completed. 

Comment #7 

 

Sirius Marina stands ready to work with – not against -- the permitting agencies in this matter.  
Accordingly, once they receive conceptual approval of this project they will work aggressively to 
move from a conceptual mitigation plan to a detailed final mitigation design plan that will then 
become part of the special conditions of the project permit and one that will be implemented as a 
requirement of project construction.   

Sirius Marina and its support team will coordinate a time to meet with the resource agencies to 
discuss a final mitigation plan to offset any impacts of the project and they look forward to these 
discussions.  In fact, if EPA’s staff has any questions or concerns with any of the details in this 
matter, Sirius Marina would be more than willing to address them.   

Comment #8

 



Sirius Marina strongly agrees and believes that this project and its proposed mitigation options 
such as providing pump-out facilities, will help expedite this process. 

Comment #9 

 

Sirius Marina is fully aware that it will need to apply for a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) prior to start of any earthwork and we expect this to be a condition of both Permits.  A 
SWPPP will be prepared and submitted after the CZM and ACE Permits are received. The land 
side of the Marina has a moderate slope with elevations from 14’ to sea level.  The site slopes 
south to the bay.  Very little storm water enters the site as the Public Road, Route 10, to the north, 
intercepts all the upland runoff and directs it to the east, by-passing the site.  With the Route 10 
intercepting upland runoff, storm water runoff will be limited to what falls on the site.   

Sirius Marina is aware that the CBCC has developed proposed mitigation measures and 
preliminary design features to reduce sediment from the Johnny Horn Gut.  They have been in 
contact with the CBCC and will work with them in the final design of the proposed Johnny Horn 
Gut watershed improvements to reduce sediment runoff.  Sirius Marina will work closely with the 
Moravian Church and adjacent landowners to define and obtain the necessary easements to provide 
the necessary check dams, sedimentation basins and emergency spillways.  It is in our interest to 
improve the water quality in the Bay.  
 

Comment #10 

 

Sirius Marina strongly disagree with the conclusions drawn by the EPA in this matter.  Failure on 
their part to understand the actual locations of corals, seagrasses and mangroves relative to the 
project footprint warrants harsh criticism.  This lack of science-based management, and one based 
on an overall ideology that uses anecdote from previous failed projects does not lend to sound 



stewardship of the resources that everyone is working so diligently to preserve, protect and 
enhance for future generations to use and enjoy. 

Sirius Marina also believe that our Responses to the ACE March 8, 2016 letter and changes to the 
overall Marina design further reduces negative impacts to the Marine Environment. 


